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Program 

9.05 am  Welcome 

 James Der Derian 
 Stefanie Fishel 

9.30-10.30 am A corrective ontology to hegemonic settler-colonial theory 

 Marcelo Svirsky 

10.30-11.30 am  The plight of dispossession and the call to peace:  
Tracking Judith Butler's argument in ‘Parting Ways’ 
Fiona Jenkins 

11.30-11.45 am Coffee Break 

1200-1.00 pm  Dignifying and problematising ‘Life’: What grounds  
for cosmopolitan world order? 

 Anthony Burke 

1.00-2.00 pm Buffet Lunch 

2.00-3.00 pm  Image, method, text: Understanding visual global politics 

 Roland Bleiker 

3.00-4.00 pm Still fighting for civilization, at home and abroad  

 Brett Bowden 

4.00-5.00 pm  Biopolitics and immunity: Writing with Esposito and Sloterdjik in IR 

 Stefanie Fishel 

 



 

 

Lucid Theory 
Writing Between Philosophy and World Politics 

 

This workshop aims to stage a dual dialogue: between the methods and concerns of philosophy 
and international relations, and between philosophers and international relations theorists 
themselves. It recognizes that while IR theorists have long been drawing upon and contributing 
to philosophy, and philosophers have been directly engaging problems and ontologies in world 
politics, there are few useful sites of contact, crossover and collaboration between these two 
scholarly communities. They have separate traditions and sites of intellectual training, tend to 
publish in different journals, and rarely attend the same conferences. Even as they are pursuing 
trans-disciplinary forms of scholarship, they do so separately. We use the term “lucid” 
purposefully to reflect on bringing this association between philosophy and International 
Relations into greater clarity, by reflecting on the theme of light and dark that appears in our 
understandings of philosophy.  The imagery of the word lucid—as that which is luminous or 
bright—becomes as crucial as the textual connections between the two disciplines: What can 
this metaphor make visible to those writing and studying in these points of contact? How can 
one field illuminate the other? Alternatively, can we also recover what cannot be illuminated as 
we would understand it in the Enlightenment tradition, given its suspect and ambiguous 
history? Should we be searching in the shadows? The workshop aims to explore common areas 
of research and intellectual concern, and to generate fruitful learning and dialogue, both across 
our fields and the analytical and continental approaches to philosophy. Over the longer-term, 
we hope this will build into closer collaboration and ongoing communication. 

 

—Stefanie Fishel & Anthony Burke 

 

Kindly supported by: 

The Centre for International Security Studies, The University of Sydney 

The Globalisation and Governance Research Network, UNSW 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Campus Map: 

http://www.facilities.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/KENC_Campus_Sept14.pdf 

Getting to UNSW: 

http://www.facilities.unsw.edu.au/getting-uni 

 

Taxi to High St. Gate 8 (Morven Brown) or Gate 9 (John Clancy). 

Buses to Maroubra/La Perouse from City, & Eddy Ave Nr Central. Alight at Anzac Pde, 
walk up University Mall across Quadrangle Lawn up Basser Steps. 


